CHARACTERS   OF   THE   REFORMATION
and Italy. The small Protestant powers were
destined to increase vastly in political strength,
and still more in wealth through commerce
and activity overseas.
But all that was for the future. The death
of Louis XIV may be taken to be the final
term of the great see-saw struggle of the seven-
teenth century. The " Drawn Battle" had
resulted by 1715 in the position I have described.